
Athletic Code of Conduct – Penfield Central School  
Athletic participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school, to the team, to the student body, and to the community.  When an athlete accepts this 
privilege, he/she must also live up to a code of conduct beyond that of the general student body, on and off school property, during the season and the off-season. 
 
The athlete’s code of conduct is that of good citizenship and sportsmanship.  This means that athletes will live by the laws of the country, state, county, and town and follow the 
rules and policies of the school district and athletic department.  A few examples of unacceptable behavior both on and off school property are: truancy or illegal absence from 
school or classes; insubordination; fighting; lack of cooperation with school personnel; vandalism; violation of the rights of others; stealing; assault; and harassment. 
 
The consequences for breaking this code of conduct can range from a warning, community service, one meet or game suspension to a year suspension, based on the nature, level 
of severity and the frequency of the misconduct.  Students will be required to participate in three mandatory counseling sessions appropriate to the infraction, for example, anger 
management, or anti-bullying counseling.  Board of Education, Policy #7411 concerning alcohol and other drugs pertains to all students.  Our department’s procedure is 
additional enforcement for our athletes.  

 

Policy for Tobacco, Alcohol and Drug Violations 
Students participating in extra-curricular and/or athletics are not allowed to use, be in the presence of, and/or engage in tobacco and alcohol and other drug activities, including 
performance enhancing drugs. ("Alcohol and other drug activities" refers to sale, purchase, possession, consumption, being under the influence, or in the presence of alcohol 
and/or other drugs on school grounds, at school functions or at underage student activities off of school grounds.) “In the presence of” is defined as going to and/or being at an 
underage student activity or function and not leaving immediately where illegal alcohol or drug activity occurs. This does not refer to family, religious or social events (including 
dining at restaurants) where alcohol is being served legally. 
 
Penalties for possession use, in the presence of, under the influence of, or illegally selling of alcohol and other drugs including those that are performance enhancing 
and tobacco in any form. 
 
1st Offense 

a) Self-Report 
If a student violates this code of conduct and self-reports to the advisor or coach, building administrator or athletic director before being reported by someone else, the 
student will be assigned 3 mandatory counseling sessions and 2 hours of community service. 
b) No-Self Report 
If a student violates this code of conduct, does not self-report, and is found in violation, the student will forfeit 10% of the activity time frame or sport season and will be 
assigned 3 mandatory counseling sessions and 4 hours of community service. 

2nd Offense 
a) Self-Report 
If a student violates this code of conduct a second time and self-reports to the advisor or coach, building administrator or athletic director before being reported by someone 
else, the student will forfeit 10% of the activity time frame or sport season, 3 mandatory counseling sessions and 4 hours of community service. 
b) No-Self Report 
If a student violates this code of conduct, does not self-report, and is found in violation, the student will forfeit 25% of the activity time frame or sport season and will be 
assigned 3 mandatory counseling sessions and 8 hours of community service. 

3rd Offense 
 If the student violates the code of conduct for a third time, the student will receive a permanent suspension from participation in extracurricular activit ies and athletics. 
 
Code of Conduct Violations for all Students:   students must receive a minimum of three professional counseling sessions and provide written proof of participations before 
returning to extracurricular activities or sports.  Failure to receive this counseling will result in suspension from these activities until the counseling requirement is fulfilled.  For 
athletes and for extracurricular activities where approporiate (e.g., plays), during the disciplinary consequences, the athlete is expected to participate in all practices.  
 
Disciplinary Communication: athletes should report Violations of the code of conduct to the Athletic Director.  A letter will be sent to the student’s parents/guardian notifying 
them of the student’s code violation and consequence and offering them an opportunity to discuss the situation with the appropriate administrator.  Since participation is a 
privilege, it is not protected by due process procedures applicable to regular public education.  A participant may appeal the declaration of a student’s ineligibility to the building 
principal within 48 hours of receiving the notice of ineligibility.  A parent must attend the appeal and the suspension remains in force during the appeal. 

 
Academic Eligibility for Extra-Curricular Activities 

Any student with more than two failures based on his/her report card and/or interim progress report will be ineligible for participation in extra-curricular activities.  Any student, 
with one or two failures in any subject(s), will be placed on probation.  Every student’s status will be determined every five-week period during the school year. 
 
♦ Fourth quarter grades/summer school determine fall eligibility; 
♦ A student who has been on academic probation or considered ineligible at the midpoint of the fourth quarter and who fails the fourth quarter of a course, but passes that 

course for the year, will be considered on academic probation through the first interim period of the next school year. 
♦ A student who has been declared ineligible at the end of the fourth quarter may take the course(s) failed in summer school.  The student needs to pass the course(s) taken in 

summer school in order to return to academic eligibility status.  However, if a course that was failed in the fourth quarter is not offered in summer school and all other 
requirements for eligibility have been met, the student will remain on academic probation through the first interim period of the next school year. 

♦ First quarter grades determine initial winter eligibility; 
♦ Second and third quarter grades determine spring eligibility. 
 
The probation or ineligibility period will begin when the eligibility list is published and distributed.  Parents will receive written notification by mail if their student is either 
ineligible or on probation.  All faculty/advisors/coaches will receive a total list of affected students on the publication date.  
 
During the probation period, a student may participate in extra-curricular activities, (e.g., student government, class officers, clubs, publications, special music presentations, 
athletics, and drama).and is eligible to practice and play in games.  If the student is on the Ineligible List he/she is not eligible to play in games.  
 
During the five-week probationary period, the student will be encouraged to do what is necessary to improve his/her academic performance and to take advantage of the extra 
support available from staff members.  Departmental Instructional Centers, tutors, counselors, and peers.  It is anticipated that all activity advisors and coaches will be actively 
and positively involved so that participation in a chosen activity need not be discontinued because of inadequate course work. 
 
If a student meets the standard of passing grades in all classes at the end of the probationary period, he/she will retain his/her eligibility.  The teachers will report the student’s 
standing via the interim progress reports or report cards.  A teacher will have the opportunity to identify cases where special circumstances may have contributed to a student 
failing his/her course. 
 
If the student is not passing all courses at the end of the probationary period, probationary status will be changed to ineligible status.  A student who is declared ineligible will 
not be permitted to participate in any extra-curricular activities.  
 
*Athletics and other extracurricular organizations may have additional requirements.  


